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I cverance of 
To che ſeveral Churches they repreſent, ſene HY 


Mecting Ot Aulceſter, Bengworth, | Birmingham, 1 Bridg- 5 5 825 f : 


north, Brittlelane, Bromſgrove, Cirenceſter,” Dudley, _ 4 


: FR; 


. Leominſter, Perſhore, Tewkeſbury, Upton, and ur-. 28 
- wick, (having received Letters from Middleton, *& 


a * ; 


Hooknorton, Bewdley, and Worceſter) Met in as. 
 $SOCIATION at Birmin ham May 20,21, 177 =p F 
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ian Salutation; wiſhing Grace, Mercer,, © 
and Peace, — 85 God our Father, and our Lord . . 3 


LP ELEERL d on On 
HRO the ſpecial kindneſs of God, we e have hada moſt - | "54 


able Aſſociation; Never were we more happy as > 


E theſe occaſions. The Lord of hoſt was with us of a truth, DM 
Ib Shammai was indeed our motto. The addreſſes io 
ie throne of God, and the ſeveral diſcourſes we heard, 3 
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were warm and animated. In a word, we may truly ſay, 


It was good for us to draw nigh to God, Jeſus brought us 


into the banqueting houſe. and his banner over us was 
love. The blcfled. ſeaſons we enjoyed, in ſome meaſure 
compenſated for the {mall additions of the paſt year: And 
let us all pray, with redoubled fervor, that a future year 
may furniſh accounts more agreeable in this reſpect. 
We now beg leave, as uſual, to give you a word of ex- 
hortation in meekneſs and love. . 0 
We ſet not up as Lords over God's heritage, or dictate 
in our own right, like authors of hereſy and fathers of tra- 
dition; but as ſtewards and ſhepherds, paſtors and meſſengets, 
we befeech and intreat you:---And we beg to pretace our 
advice and counſel with our prayers to God that the ſame 
may be made uſeful to your ſouls * ſame time we be- 
ſeech you to let your ſupplication Ante and aſcend with 
ours, that this may indecd be the caſe. O may your hearts 
cleave to the Lord, his word, and each other, as the heart 
of Ruth to Naomi, or the foul of Jonathan to the ſoul of 
David; and that in a ſenſe and to a degree much more ſub- 
lime and ſtrong. | . 
God knows, and we hope you know, that the preſent 
peace and future felicity of your ſouls are the grand objects 
before us in all our labours among you. It is neither wealth 
nor popularity, nor is it merely civility or morality that in- 


- duce us to labor in your Vineyards : No, Brethrcn, we ſeek 


not yours but You! We wilh not to be enriched. by your 


_  temporals, but that you may be enriched by our fpirituals. 


N | 
| 


Permit us to tell you what would give us infinitely more 
ſatisfaction than all the applauſe and wealth in the world:--- 
and that is, to ſee you tender-hearted; kindly affectioned 
one towards another; living in love and peace; growing in 
grace; contending earneſtly for the faith; ſavory and zeal- 
ous in your frame and ſpirit; regular and ſteady in your 


attendance in the houſe of God, and all the means of grace; 


to keep up family religion; to be watchful over your own 
conduct and one anothers ; in a word, that you may indeed 
be the Tons of God, without rebuke, in the midſt of this 

crooked and perverſe generation. | 
You believe the Doctrine, and have been Baptized into 
the name of the holy TRINITY; think then, — you 
can call God, Father, and Jeſus, Lord, by the holy Ghoſt. 
Can you ſay you walk as the dear children of God? That 
ou tollow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth ? that you are 
Jed by the Spirit and walk in the Spirit? doth he ſeal you 
1 | | | ſandily 


XN 


5 ; 7 2 W . N d 7 * - Ig yy 
A . » J \ - [ 4 . * < Bo 45 
* ® - * 1 "4. ih , yp * x ® I £ 1 * 


1 


fandtify you, dwell and walk in you, ſtrengthen and com- 


„bort you ? Happy then are ye, for the Spirit of God and of 

3 glory reſteth upon yu. Ee : „„ : f 

8 | You believe the Doctrine of Election; well, and what 
© MF evidence have you from God, or what proof do you give to 

d men, that you were elected? Take notice Sirs! the bare, 

r FF ſimple belief of a aofrine, tho' a great and glorious one, 


| will do you no kind of ſervice. The queſtion is, whether 
- WW you have received this truth in the love of it ? whether you 
_ k conſider that the elect were choſen to jandification, to the # 
© 8 ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus; to the belief of the truth 
jo and to true filial: Obedience? Moreover, Do you give 


> I diligence to make your calling and election ſure? Do you 

r conlider, that tho' calling doth not precede election, yet it 

© | proves it: and without Converſion, it is in vain to talk of 

” election. Then dear Sirs, what do you know of the ſprink- 

1 ling of the blood of Jeſus experimentaly? of ſanctification, 

S of believing the truth, and of true, evangelical obedience; 

t for if God made choice of you before the foundation of the © 
t world, it certainly was that ye ſhould be holy and without 


blame before him in love? God help you to think on theſe 
things! Again, you believe the doctrine of Original Sin. 
t Undecd you CO reaſon to believe it. That all are corrup- 
ted and condemned, is very certain, is awfully true! but 
then do you believe this doctrine becauſe others believe it! 
Rather do you not believe it becauſe you read it in the 
Bible. and fee! it in your own hearts? that ſcripture, obſer- 
: vation. and experience; (thoſe faithful vouchers for God 
” and truth) convince you, that man by nature is fallen, loft 
and undone? Remember then the rock from whence ye 
were hewn, and the hole of the pit from whence ye were 
MW digged. Look back to the origin of your deſcent; look 
$$ within alſo, and ſee what a ſcene of defilement and pollution 
| hath over ſpread every power of the Soul. Bear it ever in 
mind, that you were cut out of the olive which is wild by 
nature, and grafted, contrary to nature,, into a good olive 
tree; and let all this teach youthe leſſons olf ſelf. abaſement, | 5 
humility, and godly fear. 3 e 8 
Ibis doctrine beloved, rightly underſtood will teach 4 
poor ſinner to value a Saviour. God be merciful to me a fin- 
ner. Men and brethren what ſhall we do? —Sirs, what- muſt I do 
to be ſaved, Cc. will be the language of all who experi- 
mentally know and feel the doctrine of original fin and 
corruption. God help you to walk daily with a 
ziuſt ſenſe of this hamiliating truth on all your bearts! 
| . 8 5 You 
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1 You profeſs alfo, with us, to believe the dodtrine af 
Redemption, and call it particular Redemption ;----but the 


you a purified, peculiar people? and are you zealous of 


| 2 intereſt in the Redemption of Chriſt: will demon- 


- we are converted and born again, we cannot ſee the kingdom of 


fand born again? is a queſtion every one of us ſhould put 


God; and love all that are born of Ged (of every Name) 
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-avail us to have Religion in our kingdom. our Country or 


on the idea of religion in us. And we pray dear Brethren, 


1 


queſtion is, are you redeemed, in particular? Redemption 
by the blood of Chriſt, is followed and proved by redemp- 
tion thro' the power of Chriſt. If therefore you are deliver- 
ed from the ſlavery and dominion of ſin, you are alſo de- 
livered from the Curſe due to fin. Moreover, the character 
of the Redeemed is, they come to Zion with ſongs, &c. Now are 
you on your way to Zion? are you © marching thro' Em- 
manuels ground, io fairer worlds on high?” and are you 
marching. finging ? It is alſo ſaid, that Chriſt gave himſelf for 
us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works. Now then, are 


good works ? This Sirs, and nothing ſhort of it, will prove 


rare, that the Lamb of God, hath taken away your ſius, 
and ſaved your fonls. So | 
Yet again, Regeneration. by efficacious grace, is another 
ſentiment in your ſacred Creed. Happy is it for thoſe whe 
truly and really experience, what is contained in this article 
of your faith. Our Lord Jeſus hath aſſured us, that. Except 


God, Matt. xviii, 3. John iii. 3. Am I therefore Converted 


o his own ſoul:--Not whether IU believe the dofrine, but 
hether I enjoy the bleſſing ef Converſion ? If fo, we love 


and all that is like God, and tends to his honor and glory. 
This glorious change, we are aſſured. is not of blood, or of 
the will of the fleſh, or of man, but of God. Hence Paul ſays, 
He that hath begun a good work in you; and, it is God that 
worketh in you, &c. Here npte.—it is a work, (and a glorious 
one) it is a good work: God as it reſpects its Author, nature 
and effets. Moreover, it is of God. It doth not come 10 #| 
aſs by accident, moral ſwaſion or a good diſpoſition. It 
F indeed, the very work of almighty power and grace. 
Then again. It is in you; remember that! What will it 


Pariſh; to have it in our very families, heads and mouths, 'J 
if it is not in our hearts? alas! nothing at all. We ſhould 
therefore remember, what mighty ſtreſs the holy Ghoſt lays 


and beg of you to pray, chat the efficacious grace of God, 


may operate effectually to the total extirpation of fin, and 
* | 7 1 3 | 5 
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the trans formation of your ſouls into the image and likeneſs | 


of Chriſtt. 


Again, Juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is 
another goſpel doctrine 2 profeſs to believe: A doctrine 
able comfort to them who know 
the Lord. Every one who hath ſeen his loſt eſtate by fin. 


and his condemnation by the law; muſt alſo ſee his need 
of this righteouſneſs, The law can only convict and con- 


demn ; by the deeds of it can no fleſh be juſtified. 'Tis 
therefore the peculiar province of the aro to reveal 2. 
righteouſneſs that makes the ſinners juſt. This has been a 
ſubje& of miniſterial diſcuſſion, and a favourite doctrine of 
the Church of God. in all ages. Hence David ſays, I will 
make mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine ov. And 
the prophet ſpeaking of Chriſt, has theſe remarkable words, 
This is his name whereby he ſhall be called, The LORD our 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, Jer. 23, 65. 2 
Now then Bret hren, is Chriſt the Lord your righteouſneſs ? 
Are. you adorned in this garment of ſalvation, and covered 
with this robe of righteoufneſs? Can you claim it as your 


bun? Do you conſider it, and confide in it as the matter 


of your juſtification before God ? Do your tempers and ge- 
neral deportment an{wer to the nature and end of this moſt 
gracious mode of acceptance; thro' a righteouſneſs imput- 
ed ? It ſo proceed, go forward, and God be with you! To 
you there is no condemnation, charge, or ſeparation; for it 
is written, In the Lord fhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified and 
fall glory. And, whom God juſtified, them he alſo glorified. Of 
this bleſſed number and Character, may you ever appear; 
and your light and life ſo thine before men, that. in this 


| view, you may be juſtified by works, and your faith thereby | 


made peried.----Another doctrine you hold. is The final per- 
ſeverance of the ſaints,---A bleſſed truth indeed !---Some there 
are who repreſent a title to grace and heaven, in as dubious 


and uncertain a ſtate, as a diſputed title to a worldly inhe- - 
ritance; but ye have not ſo learned Chriſt: Convinced you 
are, that out of his hands none can pluck you: That your 
| ſecurity depends on the abſolute, unchangeable love, coun- 


fel and covenant of God; on his veracity, faithfulneſs, pro- 
muſe and oath; on the ſufficiency of the Redeemer's ſacri- 


fice, and the nature of the work of the Holy Ghoſt on your 


hearts. Of the truth of this ſublime ſentiment, this ſoul 
relieving doctrine, you, perhaps, never doubt; tho' many 
vt you may often doubt, whether you are intereſted in the 
priviledge of it: --And Sirs, it behoves you to ſee to it, that 

„ | : you 


„ | 
you do not reſt contented with the idea of a doctrine in 
your heads, without knowing the grace and power of it in 
your hearts. What advantage could à man enjoy, from 
viewing the plan and elevation of a palace, with a moſt ſpa- 
cious and noble eftate annexed to it, without a title to it, 

and a poſſeſſion of it? Juſt the ſame that you may enjoy in 
a mere ſpeculative belief of this or any other doctrine. 1. e. 
none at all. The queſtion then is not, whether you believe 
the dofrine of perſeverance, but whether you enjoy the bleſſing 
of it; and whether you in fact do perſevere? What ſay your 
conſciences to this, Brethren ? What ſay your lives? What 
ſay your neighbours?---Some of the enemies of theſe Doc- 
trines may perhaps ſay, by way of irony and invective; (for 
ill. will never ſpeaks well, is an old proverb) that you are 
dry notionaliſts, and hold dry doctrines, &c.” but let your 
lives confute their lips; and if you cannot ſilence them, they 
will only fight as thoſe that beat the air. An holy conver- 
ſation is the beſt expoſition of the doctrines of grace; and 
the beſt proof that, this grace dwells in us, which is revealed 
in them. If others call them dry doctrines, pity them, and 
oy that you may not give, nor they take, occaſion to ule 
uch treedoms with thele molt ſacred and certain truths. 
Freedoms. not by any means becoming the mouths of Chrif- 
tians. Goſpel doctrines are the believers food, or rather 
his feaft. The rich ſources of his conſolation, and the grand 
ſtrengtheners of his faith, as he paſſeth on his way to glory. K 
A few words more, and we will releaſe your attention.--- 
O that we could but pour out our very fouls in wholeſome, 
godly advice! moſt readily would we do it.--We beſeech you 
brethren, to walk worthy of God and of your holy vocation. 
Neglect no time or means for ſpiritual improvement :--- 
Attend the Lords Day and worſhip with unremitting aſſi— 
duty: Endeavour to fill up every relation in life with 
diligence and delight : Let neither friend or foe have it in 
his power to ſay, you do not act honorably :---when in the 
company of the unconverted. take care you be not like 
them. What will they think of your religious profeſſion, it 
they ſee you {in as they do? they will think it a mere farce; 
and thus you wound your own Conſciences, and, in a ſenſe, 
heal theirs. We lament. with you the diſtracted ſtate of the 
Britiſh Empire; and hope we {hall all unite our moſt fer- 
vent prayers that the unhappy Conteſt with America may * © | 
foon be ended. At the ſame time we bleſs God for our 
_ Civil and Religious Liberties. © What Nation. in all the 
Earth, is like unto thy people in Britain, O Lord! May 
4 TS Ss | | not 
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not our iniquities cauſe thee to ſtrip us of our mexcies, and 


leave us detenceleſs, naked and bare! Save thy people. O 


Lord, and bleſs thine inheritance. Turn our {words into 

lough ſhares, and our ſpears into pruning hooks. Thou that 
Rilleſt the noiſe of the waves, and the tumult of the people; 
be pleaſed to ſtill the Conteſt with our Colonies, and bid us 
live in love and peace; and O thou God of love and peace, 


be with us.” Finally Brethren, for this year, farewel; God 
Almighty bleſs you and your families; keep you ſteady and 


make you happy. Convince all around you that Religion 
is a reality; and that you are Diſlenters and Baptiſts from 


bee 693 For peace, purity, public ſpirit, benevolence, : 


umility and charity, may none excel you. For ſteadineſs, 
zeal, and unity of deſign, may you appear as an army with 
Banners; or as a company of horſes in Pharaoh's Chariots. We 
ſhall cloſe with preſſing home, a few particular duties, of in- 
finite conſequence in your profeſſion ; and we place them at 
the latter end of our Letter that you may remember them 
the better. Let your attendance at the Ordinance of the 
Loxp's Surrts, be conſtant and regular; and never be ab- 


ſent, but thro” real neceſſity. Meet your Brethren and your 


Lord at his Tazrt; and thus remember, and ſhew forth his 


death till he come. As you have names and places in the 


houſe of God, fill them. Don't trifle with God and ſacred 
things !-----Again, Carefully attend all opportunities of hear- 
ing the goſpel, and all private meetings for prayer and Con- 
ference, when bulineſs may be left with propriety. Join 


- your endeavours, with your Miniſters, in the very umport- 


ant buſineſs of Catechizing your Children: and remember, 
how much their future welfare and Character depend upon it. 


Finally. brethren, the time is ſhort; huſband it well: loſe 


none of its precious moments. Lay them all out for God. 
Don't much mind the world; 'tis but a bubble at beſt. All 
is Vanity !---- Once more God bleſs you, -and cauſe his face 
to ſhine upon you, and give you peace: make you holy on 
_ earth, and happy in heaven !---with theſe advices and theſe 
wiſhes we remain, your affectionate Brethren in Chriſt. 


Signed, in behalf of the Meſſengers, by the Moderator, 


LAWRENCE BUTTERWORTH, 


| BRE- 


WR. 


_.. 


nr 
YHE Meſſengers, thro' the goodneſs of God, arrived in 
| ſafety. At 6 o'clock we met together as uſual. Brother 
Sanvys was requeſted to introduce his ſolemnity by prayer. 
Brother L. BurrExworTH was choſen MopzxaTor, the Let- 
ters from the ſeveral Churches were read, and their contents 
conſidered, Many of them contained expreſſions of deep 
concern on account of the War with America; as alſo very 
ferventewiſhes that it may pleaſe God to reſtore peace and 
_ laſting friendſhip to them and to us. And O that our liber- 
ties and our loyalty may remain, according to the will of 
God !--One Letter ſtrenuouſly recommended the neceſſity 
of inculcating the folemn duties of religion; and 'that 'of 

Baptiſm in particular, ſo much oppoſed. It was thought all 
lovers of J:svs ſhould be ſlirred up to follow him in all his 
ordinances. This opportunity was cloſed by Brother Coor- 
ER. Wedneſday morning at 6 o'clock we met again for 
prayer. Our Brethren Taoxas, T. SKINNER, LOAD, SKINNER 
and Masow were engaged. Brother Tuxnzr produced the 
Circulating Letter, which was read and approved. 

The public meeting begau at 10 o'clock, Brother CLARKE, 
from London prayed, Brother Dogs preached from 1. Cor. 
2. 2. For I determined not to know any thing among you ſave Jeſus 

| Chriſt and kim crucified; Brother Bxpvoue concluded the 
morning ſeryice. The afternoon ſervice was introduced by 
Brether Ask, Brother HII I IEXR preached from Ads 16, 17. 
Nie men are the ſervants of the moſt high God, which ew unto 
E | us the way of ſalvation; and che Mop fRAToR concluded by 
18 I prayer. We met again in the evening. Brother WIIIs be- 
| . gan in prayer, Brother Mtv ty preached from Pſalm 68. 20. 
BT He that is our God, is the God of ſalvation ; and unto God the Lord 
belong the you from death; and he the whole by Prayer. 
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N. B. The Church at Cirenceſter joined this Aﬀociation, - 
„ and ſent a Letter and Meſſenger. 
N The next Aſſociation to be at Warwick, to meet on Tueſday 
3 in the Whitſun- week, Our Brethren BEDDOME and ASH | 0 
5 | preach; in caſe of failure ON BUTTERWORTH. 
| iy Put mp 2t the Tun vr Tuns The END. 
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